
“Judicial Clerkships:  From Mainstream to Off the Beaten Path” 
NALP Educational Conference Session, April 30, 2010 

 
Applying to judges and courts that are “off the beaten path” provide all of the benefits of 
more “mainstream” clerkships, with additional possible benefits such as gaining expertise 

in a specialty area of the law; smaller, more individualized courts and experiences; and 
possibly even exotic or adventurous locales!  In addition, these clerkships may be less 

competitive than clerkships in more populous areas or more well-known courts. 
 

Tips for searching for clerkships off the beaten path: 
• Be creative!  If you/your students are interested in a specific geographic location 

and/or a specific area of the law, chances are there is a clerkship to match. 
• Network! Don’t be shy about reaching out to clerkship advisors and former clerks 

from other schools. The Clerkship Section of NALP can be helpful with this. 
• Information on many of the state court clerkships mentioned below can be found 

in Vermont Law School’s very helpful Guide to State Judicial Clerkships.  If you 
do not have access to the Guide, contact Vermont Law School’s Office of Career 

Services at 802- 831-1243 to subscribe.   
 

Examples of Federal Clerkships “Off the Beaten Path” 
 

Name/Type of Court/Judge 
 

Where To Find More Information 

Administrative Law Judges 
 

Websites for agencies: http://www.justice.gov/agencies/;  
“ALJ Contact Information and Hiring Practices Survey,” 
handout from 2009 NALP Conference 

Judges on Senior Status 
 

OSCAR: https://oscar.symplicity.com/ 
 

Staff Attorney Positions with Circuit Courts 
 

OSCAR: https://oscar.symplicity.com/ (beginning with 
Version 6.0 released in May 2010);  
“Judicial Clerkships: Federal Staff Attorney Positions,”  
NALP Bulletin, Dec 2008 

Judges who sit in Yosemite and Yellowstone 
national parks 
 

OSCAR: https://oscar.symplicity.com/ 
 

Judges who sit in U.S. Territories (Guam, 
Northern Marina Islands, Puerto Rico, U.S. 
Virgin Islands) 
 

OSCAR: https://oscar.symplicity.com/ 
 

U.S. Tax Court 
 

http://www.ustaxcourt.gov/lc_program.htm 

U.S. Court of Federal Claims 
 

http://www.uscfc.uscourts.gov/ 
 

U.S. Court of International Trade 
 

http://www.cit.uscourts.gov/hr/chambers_employment.htm 
 

U.S. Court of Appeals for Armed Forces 
 

http://www.armfor.uscourts.gov/Clerkships.htm 
 

U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims 
 

http://www.uscourts.cavc.gov/ 
 

 



Examples of State Clerkships “Off the Beaten Path” 
 

Name/Type of 
Court/Judge 

 

Where To Find More Information 

Staff Attorney Positions Individual  state courts’ websites; 
Vermont Law School’s Guide To State Judicial Clerkships 

Delaware Court of 
Chancery 

http://www.courts.delaware.gov/courts/court%20of%20chancery/ 
 

Mississippi Courts of 
Chancery 

http://www.mssc.state.ms.us/trialcourts/chancerycourt/chancerycourt.html 
 

Commercial Division of 
Supreme Court of New 
York 

http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/comdiv/ 
 

New Jersey Tax Court 
 

http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/taxcourt/index.htm 
 

Maine Business and 
Consumer Court 

http://www.courts.state.me.us/maine_courts/specialized/business/index.shtml 
 

Rhode Island Traffic 
Tribunal 

http://www.courts.ri.gov/traffic/defaulttraffic.htm 
 

Massachusetts Land Court 
 

http://www.mass.gov/courts/courtsandjudges/courts/landcourt/index.html 
 

Vermont Environmental 
Court 

http://www.vermontjudiciary.org/GTC/environmental/default.aspx 
 

Water courts (Colorado, 
Montana) 

http://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Water/Index.cfm; 
http://courts.mt.gov/water/default.mcpx 
 

Intermediate courts of 
criminal appeals (Alabama, 
Tennessee) 

http://judicial.alabama.gov/criminal.cfm; 
http://www.tsc.state.tn.us/GENINFO/bio/crimappeals/biocca.htm 
 

Highest level court of 
criminal appeals (Texas) 

http://www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/ 
 

Local courts for U.S. 
territories (Guam, Northern 
Marina Islands, Puerto 
Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands) 

http://www.guamsupremecourt.com/; 
http://www.cnmilaw.org/htmlpage/hpg34.htm; 
http://www.ramajudicial.pr/; 
http://www.visupremecourt.org/ 

 
 

Examples of Other Clerkships “Off the Beaten Path” 
 

Name/Type of 
Court/Judge 

 

Where To Find More Information 

Native American Tribal 
Courts 
 

http://www.tribal-institute.org/; 
http://www.nationalnalsa.org/category/job-opportunities/ 
 

International Courts and 
Tribunals (some 
international courts 
specifically contemplate 
foreign-educated law clerks) 

http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/CDO_Public/IntltribunalsPUBLIC-
cdo-FINAL2008.pdf 
 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


