
 
Leveraging 

Social Media for 
Career Success 

Lindsey Pollak  
NALP | April 15, 2016 



“Little choices make                

big impressions.” 
- Keith Ferrazzi, Never Eat Alone 
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1. Build a Strong Personal Brand (Online and IRL) 
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“Everything you do -- and everything you 
choose not to do -- communicates the value 

and character of [your personal brand]. 
 

“Everything from the way you handle phone 
conversations to the email messages you send 
to the way you conduct business in a meeting 

is part of the larger message you're sending 
about your brand.” 

 
-  Tom Peters, “The Brand Called You,”  

Fast Company,1997 
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Elements of a Strong Personal Brand 

1.  Visibility 
Do people (especially VIPs) know who you are? 

2.  Differentiation 
What knowledge, skills or experiences can you display 
that other people can’t? 

3.  Consistency 
Is your image consistent across all social media and your in-
person persona? 

4.  Authenticity 
Do your social media profiles and in-person style feel 
genuine? Are you being yourself? 
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a. Determine Where You Need to Be 

LinkedIn        Twitter/         Google+/      Facebook      Pinterest/      Tumblr 
         Vine   YouTube        Instagram 
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b. Research Role Models 
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c. Strengthen Your LinkedIn Profile 

LIVE DEMO: 
http://www.linkedin.com/lindseypollak  
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d. Pay Attention to Visuals 
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2. Promote Your Expertise 
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a. Use Twitter for Research 
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Create a Custom Professional Newsfeed 
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Follow Topics, Too 
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b. Apply All of This Knowledge 

•  Find reasons to reach out to new and old 
connections 

•  Learn about new people and organizations  
•  Share/post articles in your social media 

status updates to build your brand  
•  Build internal credibility 
•  Gain confidence 
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Finding a VC Job through Twitter 
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p.s. Do Not Become a Stalker! 
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3. Network Effectively on Social Media 
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a. Know Your Audience 
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b. Network with Your Mom 
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c. Give First: Do “Small Goods” 
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d. Don’t Be Afraid to Be “Seen” 
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e. Search Deeply 
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4. Apply Old School Etiquette 
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a. Always Carry Business Cards 
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b. Be Excellent on the Phone 

©	Lindsey	Pollak	2016	



c. Show Your Gratitude 
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Thank You 

 
 

Subscribe to my blog: 
lindseypollak.com/blog 
 
Connect on LinkedIn: 
www.linkedIn.com/in/
lindseypollak 
 
Connect on Twitter: 
@lindseypollak 
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